Para Bowls Classification
A GUIDE FOR ATHLETES

WHAT IS CLASSIFICATION IN BOWLS?

Definition of Classification

The Canadian Paralympic Committee defines classification as the system that “determines
which athletes are eligible to compete in a sport and how athletes are grouped together for
competition. This, to a certain extent, is similar to grouping athletes by age, gender or weight”
(International Paralympic Committee).

The classification system has been designed so that athletes who succeed in competition do so
on the basis of their sporting ability including their technical skill, fitness, mental focus, and
tactical ability. Athletes are classified according to their activity limitation resulting from their
disability which is termed “impairment” in the context of classification.

International Bowls for the Disabled (IBD) Classification Classes

There are 8 classes for para bowls (4 visual impairment classes: B1 - B4 and 4 physical
impairment classes: B5-B8). Each is described below:

B1 No light perception in either eye up to light perception but no recognition of hand
movements at any distance or any direction.

B2 From the ability to recognize hand movements up to a visual acuity of 2/60
(Berkeley Rudimentary Test).

B3 From a visual acuity of better than 2/60 up to a visual acuity of 6/60 (Berkeley
Rudimentary Test).

B4 A visual acuity up to a visual acuity of worse than 6/24 (Berkeley Rudimentary
Test) and/or a visual field of less than 20 degrees.

B5 Ambulant and wheelchair bowlers with restricted grip and upper body limb
function, poor balance and coordination, unable to bowl a full length end or



needing a splinting device to do so.

B6 Ambulant and wheelchair bowlers with reduced balance function (loss of 5 points
or more) but able to bowl a full length end.

B7 Ambulant and wheelchair bowlers with minor balance problems (loss of less than
5 points).

B8 Ambulant bowlers, who have a permanent and irreversible disability, have lost 10
points on the bench test, but have minimal noticeable impairment of function (loss
of O0-1 points).

WHO NEEDS A CLASSIFICATION?

Para bowlers are not required to seek a classification until they begin competing in national and
international level competitions. A provincial level competitor may be eligible to seek
classification if they plan to compete nationally and/or internationally.

At the club level, a para bowls athlete can continue to play recreationally without a classification.

HOW DO | GET CLASSIFIED?

Step 1: Pre-Classification Screening
Athlete has a Medical Diagnostic Form (MDF) completed by their medical professional and
submitted to Bowls Canada (BCB). Forms are available on BCB website.

\

Step 2: Consent
Athlete reads and signs a Consent form and submits to BCB
Forms are available on BCB website.

N\

Step 3: Eligibility



The MDF is reviewed and approved by BCB and the Head Classifier to determine if the athlete
is eligible to proceed with classification.

N\

Step 4: Notification
Athlete is notified by BCB that they are eligible to proceed with classification.

N\

Step 5: National Classification

Classification is conducted at a classification event or by appointment by a classification panel
consisting of a Medical Classifier and a Technical Classifier. Athletes must bring the following:

® Governmentissued photo identification

® Support personnel if required

® Translator if required

® Visually impaired athletes: contact lenses, glasses if

applicable
® Anything typically used when playing bowls

Athlete classification typically consists of the following 3 assessments:
® Medical related testing (i.e. bench test) & medical history
® Functional testing (on the green)
® Observation in competition

\

Step 6: Results
Classification panel determines classification and status and reviews results with the athlete.

N\

Step 7: Confirmation of Information
Classification Form is signed by the athlete acknowledging their receipt of this classification
information. Should the athlete disagree with the classification, the IBD protest and appeal
procedures should be followed.

N\

National level classification and status remain in place for the athlete until they are
internationally classified at an IBD event (required for international competition only) or the
rules of classification are changed.



Location:
Event:
Date:
Forms:

UPCOMING PARA BOWLS NATIONAL CLASSIFICATION OPPORTUNITY

Windsor, ON (Windsor Lawn Bowls Club)
Bowls Canada National Para Bowls Championship
Sunday, September 11th, 2022

Available at https://bowlscanada.com/en/programs-resources/para-bowls/

| HAVE BEEN CLASSIFIED. WHAT DOES MY SPORT CLASS STATUS MEAN?

Temporary Status (T)

New Status (N)

Review Status (R):

Permanent Status (P):

Temporary status is assigned to bowlers who have been classified
by a technical classifier only. A Temporary Status classification must
be re-classified when attending an IBD sanctioned competition to
verify the status and receive an IBD International Classification card.

New status is assigned to bowlers who have been classified by a
national medical classifier, or a national medical and technical
classifier working together. A New Status classification must be
re-classified when attending an IBD sanctioned competition to verify
the status and receive an IBD International Classification card.

Review status is assigned to bowlers who have been internationally
classified, but are subject to review. Athletes assigned an R status
usually have changing or progressive conditions that require
ongoing re-evaluation. A review date may be stated.

Permanent status is assigned to bowlers who have been
internationally classified and are not under review.

RESOURCES

Bowls Canada Para Bowls Resources - https://bowlscanada.com/en/programs-resources/para-

bowls/



https://www.wlbc.ca/
https://bowlscanada.com/en/programs-resources/para-bowls/
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https://bowlscanada.com/en/programs-resources/para-bowls/

International Bowls for the Disabled - http://www.interdisabledbowls.org/

IPC Classification Code - https://www.paralympic.org/classification-code

For more information, please contact:
Bowls Canada, office@bowlscanada.com
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